~ 
om 


— — — — —— — — — ̃ —.üu:-nn: »%c; 


The Bulletin of the National christian Council 


Issued Periodically by the 


169 Yuen Ming Yuen Road, Shanghai 


Number 57 


Executive Committee of NCC 


The Semi-Annual meeting of the Executive Com- 
mittee was held at the Missions Building in Shanghai 
from Thursday morning November 16th with 22 of the 
30 members in attendance, of whom thirteen came from 
outside of Shanghai. In addition there were present 
all of the Secretaries except Dr. E. H. Hume, Secretary 
of the Commission on Christian Medicine, who had not 
yet returned from the Medical Conference at Canton. 
By invitation Rev. William Paton, Secretary of the 
International Missionary Council, Dr. M. D. Eubank of 
the American Baptist Foreign Mission Society and Dr. 
Hugh Vernon White of the American Board of Com- 
missioners for Foreign Missions, were present from 
abroad. Miss Tseng Pao-Suen and Dr. Y. C. Tu, who 
with Dr. W. Y. Chen of the Executive Committee 
constitute the Youth and Religion team, and Rev. 
G. W. Sheppard, Secretary of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society were also present by invitation and 
contributed materially to the value of the meeting. 


The main topics under consideration at the meet- 
ing were the enlarged general meeting of the Inter- 
national Missionary Council to be held in the Far East 
in 1988; the further development of the Five Year 
Movement under the Commission on Life and Work 
of the Churches, the consideration of the printed 
report on Education for Christian Service summarizing 
the work of the deputation and of Dr. Luther A. Weigle 
and the Kuling Conference of the NCCRE, and the 
consideration of the policy of the Council in furthering 
— Cooperation in China in the immediate 
füture. 


The IMC Meeting. The Committee was fortunate in 
having present one of its own members who had 
returned from the Meeting of the IMC at East North- 
field, Mass., at the end of September. Dr. C. Y. Cheng 
had attended as a representative of the NCC of China 
together with Mr. T. H. Sun, who remains in America 
to continue his studies for a period of two years, and 
Rev. E. C. Lobenstine, Honorary Secretary of the 
Council, who retired from active service in China at 
the end of June. Dr. Cheng and Mr. Paton were able 
to report quite fully the actions of the Northfield 
Meeting. | 

Protracted discussion followed on the proposed 
place of meeting and the relation of the National 
Christian Council to the Meeting. Action on certain 
points was deferred until the next meeting of the 
Executive Committee in 1936, but a Special Committee 


was appointed to meet with Rev. William Paton and 
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to consider with him the necessary preparations for 
the World Conference to be held in Great Britain in 
1937 and the meeting of the International Missionary 
Council in 1938. This Committee consists of John Y. 
Lee, E. E. Barnett, T. C. Bau, John Curtis, C. Y. Cheng, 
T. T. Lew, Y. Y. Tsu, and the Chairman of the Council. 


Training. The printed report, Education for Ser- 
vice in Christian Church in China (in (Chinese), had 
been completed before the meeting and was in the 
hands of members. Proof copies of the English report 
were also available and it was possible, therefore, for 
Dr. Miao in reporting to refer to the pages of the 
printed volumes. A resolution was adopted regarding 
the visit of Dr. Weigle to China in the following terms: 


“The Executive Committee of the National Chris- 
tian Council of China having had opportunity to review 
the study of the problems of education for service in 
the Christian Church, conducted under the auspices of 
the NCCRE and embodied in the report of the meeting 
at Kuling in July, desires at this time to express 
particularly its appreciation of the part played by Dr. 
Luther Allen Weigle in his program of travel, in the 
Kuling meeting and in the preparation of the report. 


“Through the courtesy of the World's Sunday 
School Association and the Divinity School of Yale 
University, Dr. Weigle was enabled to spend six months 
in China extending from the end of January to the first 
week in August. Following up the work of the Survey 
Team he visited most centers of theological education, 
including Chengtu, and had wide opportunity of con- 
ference with those in charge of such education. He 
shared in the deliberations of the NCC at its Biennial 
Meeting and took a leading part in the Kuling Con- 
ference. Everywhere he commended himself and his 
task by his sympathetic understanding of local prob- 
lems, by a broad background of experience, by his 
kindliness and approachability and by the wisdom of 
his suggestions. He came to learn and to share and 
in both of these he succeeded to a remarkable degree. 
His work will take its place with that of outstanding 
personalities who have helped to bring guidance from 
abroad to the understanding of christian education in 
China. 


“To those who made his visit possible, to those who 
shared in making it effective and most of all to Dr. 
Weigle himself, the Executive Committee of the Na- 
tional Christian Council of China wish to extend their 
thanks and their congratulations for this notable 


achievement in making plain the pathway for further 
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progress in education for service in the Christian 
Church in China.” 


It was also voted to ask all cooperating churches 
to place a consideration of the recommendations of this 
report on the agenda of their church meetings and to 
seek methods of putting them into effect in their 
church programs. Commendation was also voted on 
the work of the NCCRE in the preparation of such 
material as the Educational Program for Voluntary 
Church Workers in China. Bulletin No. 1 was in the 
hands of members and this material was recommended 
to the cooperating churches for their earnest considera- 
tion. 


Youth and Religion. The Committee was fortunate 
in having present the members of the Youth and 
Religion team which had just completed their work in 
North and Central China, and received inspiring 
reports from Dr. W. Y. Chen, Miss Tseng Pao- 
Suen and Prof. Y. C. Tu of their experiences of the 
present attitude of educated youth towards Chris- 
tianity and the response made to their witness in the 
campaign Discussion ensued of how to translate this 
experience into material of value to Christian Workers 
throughout China, and it was agreed that there was 
very great opportunity for the utilization of strong 
Christian educators in connection with the churches’ 
task of evangelism among youth. 


The Council's Policy. A careful memorandum had 
been prepared on the basis of the actions of the 
Biennial meeting on the points of emphases to which 
the Council should give attention in the next few 
months, and methods of bringing these emphases 
effectively to Church authorities were discussed. 
There was unanimous agreement that the Council 
exists for service in those enterprises in which the 
Churches can best work together, in which a common 
policy seems desirable, and that it is most effective in 
developing and in giving effect to its own work when 
it is assisting in carrying out those enterprises in 
which the cooperating churches themselves are most 
keenly interested, and in which they desire the 
assistance of a central organization with facilities for 
research and wide observation. 


Staff. All felt that a forward step was taken in 
the meeting when on recommendation of the Committee 
on Staff a call was extended to Dr. T. C. Bau to be 
the Honorary Executive Secretary of the Commission 
on Life and Work of the Churches serving without 
salary. Dr. Bau announced his acceptance of the 
call to take effect on January 1, 1936 upon an experi- 
mental basis, which includes the provision of an 
assistant secretary for the Commission to work under 
the general direction of the honorary executive secre- 
tary and such other assistance as may be necessary 
to relieve him of undue pressure of detail work in 
connection with his duties as the secretary of the 
Shanghai Chekiang Baptist Convention. 


In the meantime, it was noted that a portion of 
the time of Mr. Cio should be alloted to the work of 
the Commission on the Life and Work of the Churches 
pending the entry upon his new duties by the executive 
secretary for the Commission. 


Finances. Mr. Boynton on behalf of the Treasurer 
presented the statement indicating the present financial 
position of the Council. The year was begun with a 
budget of approximately $72,000, but owing to failure 
to secure certain new secretaries including a General 
Secretary, it was apparent that the total expenditures 


for the year ending March 31, 1935 would probably 


not exceed $57,000. Partly owing to the continued 
decrease in appropriations from mission boards abroad 
and missions in China and partly due to the loss of 
invested funds through the failure of the Raven Trust 
Company, the assured resources at the time of the 
Executive Committee Meeting fell short of even this 
reduced total by nearly $4,000 and it was apparent that 
it would be necessary to appeal strongly to the churches 
and to friends in China for supplementary gifts in 
order to enable the Council to pay its bills in full for 
the year. Endorsement was given to the re-emphasis 
upon the observance of the “NCC Sunday” as an op- 
portunity of bringing before church members not only 
the benefit which they were obtaining and might 
obtain from the work of the National Christian Coun- 
cil, but also the share which they might bear in making 
its work of the fullest effect through the provision of 
the necessary financial backing. Fuller reference is 
made to this in another place in this Bulletin. 


ife and Work of the Churches. The meeting of the 
Commission held on the day preceding the Executive 
Committee’s meeting was fully reported and plans for 


rendering the largest assistance to the Commission 


were discussed. Particular attention was given to the 
anticipated visit of Dr. Stanley Jones to China in the 
fall of 1936, and the use of his time during that visit 
was discussed at length. As word was received im- 
mediately after the meeting that Dr. Jones would not 
be able to come until 1937 owing to his acceptance of 
engagements in America in 1936, the plans for his 
visitation need not be dealt with here. The Council 
expressed its appreciation of the presence of Rev. 
William Paton in the following resolution: “The 
Executive Committee of the NCC of China desires to 
express very deep appreciation of the presence of 
Rev. William Paton in China at this time and through 
the days of this meeting, bringing to us as he has done 
the fullest contact with the policies of the International 
Missionary Council, helpful suggestions drawn from 
his own wide experience in cooperative work and many 
personal qualities of mind and heart. We hope that 
this first visit of Mr. Paton to China will be followed 


by many others and assure him that he will be warmly 


welcomed for his own sake and as a trusted officer of 
the international fellowship to which the NCC of 
China is proud to belong.” 


Expression was given to the appreciation of the 
Council for the services of the secretaries during this 
period when the staff is so greatly depleted, and to the 
confidence that the Executive feels in them. 


Date of Next Meeting. It was voted that the next 
meeting of the Executive Committee should be held 
from April 29 to May 1, 1936, at a place to be deter- 
mined by a later meeting of the Ad Interim Committee. 
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celan on Life and Work of the Churches 


A meeting of the Executive Committee was held 
in the Missions Building, Shanghai all day on Novem- 
ber 13th. Dr. Bau, chairman, Dr. C. Y. Cheng, Bishop 
Curtis, Rev. S. S. Chu, Miss Li Gwan-fang, Miss Nina 
M. Stallings, Mr. Archie Tsen and Bishop Welch of the 
Committee were present; also Dr. A. R. Kepler, Rev. 
Shen Wen-ching and Dr. R. C. Wells, by invitation; 
and Messrs. Boynton, Cio, Cressy, Miao and Miss Kuan 
of the NCC staff. 


The major themes discussed included the further 
development of the Five Year Movement, the organiza- 
tion of the Commission and its relation to the Council, 
cooperation in an educational project in Hunan, the 
promotion of evangelism, stewardship, cooperation with 
the China Association of Theological Seminaries 
in a summer school for the training of ministers in 
active service, the study of a program of lay training, 
the proposed visit to China of Dr. Stanley Jones, and 
the position with regard to the call to an Executive 
Secretary. 


The importance of securing official endorsement 
and adoption by church bodies of the objectives of 
the Five Year Movement agreed upon by the Biennial 
Meeting in May was stressed. (See BULLETIN for 
June 15, page 3). 


A committee consisting of Rev. Shen Wen-ching, 
Dr. Paul E. Keller, and Principal Chang of the Fuh- 
siang School, Changsha was appointed to study and 
report on the Hunan educational project. 


The problem of subsidizing local projects was 
remitted to a committee including Dr. Bau, Bishop 
Curtis and Rev. A. A. Conibear. Dr. Bau, Rev. S. S. 
Chu and Rev. Lyman L. Hale were appointed a com- 
mittee of three to work with the China Association 
of Theological Seminaries in preparing plans for the 
summer school for ministers. 


The position was stressed that it is the function 
of the Commission to help the churches in their work, 
by counsel and suggestion, rather than to do the work 
of the churches for them, or to direct what they should 
do. The Commission exists for service to the churches 
in the matters which they can best undertake together. 


The urgent need for executive service at the earli- 
est possible moment led to unanimous pressure by 
the commission upon its chairman to accept the call 
of the Council to this work. 


It was agreed to suggest no alterations in the 


present framework of the Commission and to carry on 


with a minimum of organization, deferring the question 


of By-Laws until an Executive Secretary has been 
secured. 


The program of lay training prepared by Dr. Leger 
for the NCCRE was commended to the churches for 
their incorporation in their own programs. 


Arrangements for the travel program of Dr. 


Stanley Jones, were delegated to the Committee of 


Reference. 
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Commission on Christian Education (CCEA) 
Reorganization of Regional Associations 


Fifteen years ago there were ten regional educa- 
tional associations most of which have been in abey- 
ance for the last seven or eight years. One of the 
major tasks of the China Christian Educational Asso- 
ciation in the last two years has been the reorganiza- 
tion of these defunct associations. The North China 
Christian Educational Association has been reorganized 
including Hopei, Shantung and Shansi. It has a full 
time secretary, Mr. Victor Wong. Its territory includes 
two universities and about fifty middle schools. The 
East China Association has carried on an aggressive 
program through the whole period. Its general secre- 
tary is Mr. C. C. Djao. The associate secretary is 
Mr. John S. Barr. In its territory are seven colleges 


and universities and seventy Christian middle schools. 


The Fukien Christian Educational Association has 
considerably expanded its program during the last 
year, and has a half-time secretary, Mr. J. M. Tan. 
There are two colleges and forty-three Christian 
middle schools in Fukien. The Kwangtung Christian 
Educational Association was reorganized in January 
of this year. A meeting was held with 250 persons in 
attendance. The Association is operating without an 
executive secretary at present. The Central China 
Christian Educational Association completed its re- 
organization in October at a meeting in Changsha 
attended by thirty principals and other administrators. 
The Association does not have a secretary and Hua 
Chung College is taking the initiative in the adminis- 
trative work of the Association. There are twenty- 
seven Christian middle schools in Central China. 
With the exception of West China all of the regions 
have now been reorganized and the Association is in 
a position to go ahead with the further development 
of the regional organizations and of their programs, 
looking toward the strengthening of Christian educa- 
tion. 


Educational Publications 


Chinese 8 The Association publishes a 
quarterly review in Chinese which should be in the 
hands of all church administrators who have to deal 
with Christian schools. The subscription price is 
$1.00 per year. 


Primary Magazine. The Primary Magazine in Chi- 
nese is published eight times a year and contains much 


material of value to teachers both in the field of 
pedagogy and of religious education. To put this in 


the hands of teachers of all Christian primary schools 
is one step toward making them better schools. The 
subscription price is fifty cents, with ten per cent dis- 
count for ten or more copies to one address. 


Educational Review (English). The Educational Re- 
view is intended to keep missionaries concerned with 
schools up to date as to educational and government 
developments. The price is $2.00 per year. Subscrip- 
-tions for these magazines may be sent to China Chris- 
tian Educational Association, 169 Yuen Ming Yuen 
Road, Shanghai. 


13 ] 


| 
N 


Tucsday, January 14, 1936 


Religious Work in Middle Schools 


The Educational Association is giving special 
attention to religious activities in Christian middle 
schools. These schools have been the happy hunting 
ground of a number of different organizations, each 
with its own program of religious work. The National 
Committee for Christian Religious Education has 
brought all of these organizations into cooperation in 
working out a single program. The Educational Asso- 
ciation is arranging for the representatives of the 
student associations, the church bodies and the Asso- 


_ ciation itself to form a team to visit schools and set 


up a unified program which will enlist the cooperation 
of all Christian teachers. The first series of confer- 
ences was held in Fukien from December 2nd to 21st, 
visiting Mintsing, Kutien, Yenping, Futsing, Hinghwa 
and Foochow. The arrangements were made by Mr. 
J. M. Tan, secretary of the Fukien Christian Educa- 
tional Association. In addition the team included 
Rev. R. D. Rees of the National Committee for 
Christian Religious Education, Mr. C. S. Tsai of the 
National YMCA, Mr. Samson S. Ding of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and Mr. Lin Kuan Ping, principal 
of the Ming I School in Futsing. Plans are under way 
for a similar series of conferences in Hopei and 
Shantung in the hear future. In East China a con- 
ference was held on November 16th in Hangchow 
which was attended by a large number of principals 
in Chekiang for the discussion of religious problems. 
It was under the leadership of Mr. C. C. Djao. A 
similar conference will be conducted for principals in 
Nanking on November 23rd by Mr. Djao and Mr. Rees. 
Two others have been held in Shanghai and Soochow. 


Visit of Rev. W. Paton 


We were delighted to welcome a member of the 
staff of the International Missionary Council in China 
for a brief visit of three weeks. Rev. William Paton 
is well known to many for his work in the British 
Student Christian Movement and as a Secretary of 
the National Christian Council of India. For the last 
eight years he has been an officer of the IMC and an 
editor of the International Review of Missions, with 
headquarters in London. 


He came to us following the Ad Interim Committee 
of the IMC in America (see report of NCC Executive 
meeting in this issue) and helped to interpret to us 
the policy of IMC with special reference to the next 
general council meeting in 1938. He had a very busy 
program in Shanghai where he arrived on Nov. 12. 
He attended not only the NCC Committee but the Con- 
ference on Christian Literature and had several con- 
ferences with members of the CLS staff. Other visits 
and interviews included St. John’s and the University 
of Shanghai, the YMCA, YWCA, and SCM staffs, 
members of the London Mission and of the China 
Inland Mission. He spent three full days in Nanking 
meeting Church leaders, educationists and theological 
professors. 


Those who had the opportunity to meet him great- 
ly enjoyed the way in which he shared with us his 
rich experience of Christian work in many parts of 
the world, which enabled him to enter into the prob- 


lems of China with keen insight and which made his 
visit here so helpful. 


Mr. Paton left Shanghai on November 26 for a 
week in Hongkong and Canton before proceeding to 
Java and India. 


Christian Literature Conference 

About thirty-five people assembled in the Missions 
Building, Shanghai, for two days on November 12-13, 
1935. The Conference was called at the request of 
the CLS and RTS, and a dozen agencies, large and 
small, responded to the invitation to send two delegates 
each. The purpose was to find out what further 
measures of cooperation are possible and called for at 
this stage in the life of the Church and at this critical 
time in the history of China. 


A careful review of the situation had been pre- 
pared by Mr. M. E. Terry on the basis of reports sent 
in. One full day was spent round the table examining 
the needs in various classes of literature. Measures 
were taken to provide for a more effective system of 
interchanging information. The Christian Publishers’ 
Association was asked to issue the China Bookman 
monthly (instead of bi-monthly) and to make it serve 
this purpose as fully as possible. Steps were taken 
to prepare lists of available books in each class of 
literature and to plan for future production. For this 
purpose a number of experts were asked to cooperate 
in an advisory capacity. 


To make a beginning in the cooperative planning 
of a more comprehensive program, the China Asso- 
ciation of Theological Colleges was asked, with the 
assistance of the resources of Nanking Seminary, to 
be responsible for the publication of new theological 
books which would not otherwise be undertaken. A 
Continuation Committee, consisting of Dr. John Y. Lee, 
Mr. Myron E. Terry and Rev. R. D. Rees, was appointed 
to confer with the Christfan Publishers’ Association 
and the NCC with a view to a meeting to be held in 
April 1936. In the meantime thorough preparation 
was to go forward on the planning of books to meet 
the need of various classes of people in China. 


At this Conference Rev. William Paton spoke very 
helpfully of the work of Christian literature in the 
experience of other parts of the world, and Mr. Wang 
Yung Wa, Editor-in-Chief of the Commercial Press, 
gave a very stimulating address on the work of that 
famous organisation, its achievements and methods. 
Many of those present coveted a man of his vision and 
resourcefulness in the field of Christian literature. 


The significance of this meeting was that it was 
a working group of those actually engaged in the 
production of literature, with the assistance of some 
who could voice the needs-of “the consumers,” as they 
are sometimes called. It was not a completely repre- 
sentative gathering. Some, like the Canadian Mission 
Press of West China, were too far away. It was 
regarded as a preliminary exploration of the field, 
intended to define more clearly what could be done by 
closer cooperation and to set in motion certain lines 
of work. That was done. Many who were present 
found a new satisfaction in working together and were 
resolved to press on to take advantage of the immense 
opportunities opening up on every hand. 
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Week of Evangelism (Jan. 26-31) 


The material for 1936 is now completed with a set 
of pictures prepared by Mrs. John Kitchen of West 
China. It is based upon the fourfold program of Jesus 
announced in his quotation at Nazareth from Isaiah: 


To preach the Gospel to the poor (salvation from 
poverty) ; 


To proclaim release for captives (salvation from 
superstition) ; 


Recovery of sight for the blind (salvation from 
ignorance) ; 


To set free the oppressed (salvation from disease). 


The tracts have been written by Rev. Z. K. Zia, 
Dr. T. C. Bau, Rev. S. S. Chu and Rev. Wei Hsi-ben. 
They are printed on four different colored papers, the 


writing occupying three pages and the picture the 
fourth. 


The Week of Evangelism is set in general from 
January 26-31 inclusive, although it is expected that 
other dates, if more convenient, will be observed by 
some. The January China-for-Christ Bulletin (in 
Chinese) will contain sets of the tracts as samples. 
Large orders have already been received for these 


tracts and the supply is limited, so early orders are 
advisable. 


The price is 2 cents per set, with 20% reduction 
for 100 or more sets purchased at one time, either 
directly from the NCC or the CLS. 


Universal Week of Prayer 


The Universal Week of Prayer instituted by the 
World's Evangelical Alliance and observed in all lands 
during the first week of the year was observed in 
1936, from January 5-11 inclusive. Copies of the Call 
to Prayer in English issued by the Alliance were sent 
to correspondents in China direct, and as in Shanghai 
were reprinted for local use. A few extra copies of 
the General Call with the prayer topics in English 


were available from the Office of the National Chris- 
tian Council. 


As for many years past, by arrangement with the 
World’s Evangelical Alliance a careful translation had 
been made of these topics into Chinese by the National 
Christian Council which were available on order from 
the Council. Quantities of less than 100 were sup- 
plied free of charge; 100 or more were supplied at the 
rate of $.40 for a hundred postpaid on application to 
the NCC. In west China orders were sent to the 
Canadian Press at Chengtu. 


Program of the World Day of Prayer for Women 
. For three years the Home Committee of the 
National Christian Council has been responsible for 
adapting the English program of the World Day of 
Prayer for the use of Chinese Christian women on 
that day. The date for 1936 is February 28 and the 
program has been put into Chinese by Dr. R. Y. Lo at 
the request of the sub-committee of the Home Com- 
mittee. It will be published by the Christian Literature 
Society at 2% cents per copy. Orders should be 
sent direct to the CLS, 128 Museum Road, Shanghai. 


The attention of church people is invited to the 
call to prayer for that day. The subject for prayer 
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is “On earth peace, good will toward men”, and the 


call to prayer follows: 


A Cat. To PRAYER 


Goes to all people. 


“On earth peace, good will toward men” 
You are invited to unite in a world-wide fellowship of wor- 
ship and prayer on the first Friday in Lent. 
World Day of Prayer 
February 28, 1936 


Let us thank God for the growing and deepening con- 
sciousness of the need for peace. 


Let us ask our Father in Heaven to bless all peoples and 
their governments in their efforts to secure peace. 

Let us pray that the church, as the body of Christ, may 
stand firm against racial discrimination, social injustice 
and war. 

Let us pray that we as individuals may be willing to walk 
the way of the cross to secure peace in this our day. 


Close upon three thousand years ago a prophet of 


Israel laughed derisively, saying: “They see visions of peace, 


and there is no peace.” (Ezekiel 13:16). And his bitter 
words have rung through the years, and are being constantly 
repeated in the same derisive tone today. “Ye talk of peace, 
and behold! no continent of the world is without its own 
particular war or internal strife. Ye have visions of peace, 
and all peoples are engaged in a mad race of preparation 
for war. How talk ye then of peace? How dream ye of a 
world L there shall be no more strife, where hate shall 
to de 


And yet—— 


All through the ages the longing for peace has tan- 
talized man kind. Men of every race and tongue have dreamt 
and spoken of peace and-werked for its realization. Sages 
have extolled peace within a nation’s borders and with its 
neighbors. Poets have sung of peace among the peoples 
of the earth. Statesmen have staked their reputations and 
employed their craft in strenuous endeavors to bring about a 
permanent peace. And only two score years ago ten million 
men, the pride and flower of their race, gave their lives 
joyously, believing that their sacrifice might win peace for 
their own land, and ultimately for the whole world. 

Peace, then, is an inborn desire, an inherent longing 
of the human soul, and as such, it will express itself, it 
must finally win its way. And we who meet today do not 
and cannot despair of its fulfillment. Did not our Lord 
come to bring “peace on earth, good will amongst men”? 
Is He not the Prince of Peace, who will bring ali the na- 
tions under His sway? Does not the Word of God say 
again and yet again that a time shall come when men will 
dwell together in their Father’s home? Let doubters then 
deride and scoffers laugh! All things to the contrary not- 
withstanding, we believe in and we work and we pray for 
the advent of peace among the nations, for good will among 
men. 


Catalogue of Home Week Material 1935 


The catalogue of Home Week material, 1935, has 
been prepared by the Home Committee and published 
by the CLS. 


The catalogue will serve study groups, short term 
schools, institutes or conferences as a means for 
Christian workers and leaders to secure a better 
understanding of the nature of the materials and the 
ways of using them. 


Orders should be sent direct to the CLS, 128 


Museum Road, Shanghai, at 2 cents a copy, postage 
extra. 
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NCC Sunday 


Following are extracts from a letter recently sent 
by the Council to the administrative officers of churches 
affiliated with the Council relating to the observance 
of a designated Sunday as NCC Sunday: 


“During recent years the contributions from the 
missions and mission boards have been greatly reduced. 
According to the budget of the National Christian 
Council it was originally planned that yearly con- 
tributions from Chinese churches should amount to 
$10,000, but knowing that the churches (denominations) 
in this country are facing a similar cut from their 
cooperating missions, the Council, though it is in the 
midst of a most difficult situation financially, 7 1 
dare to press the Chinese churches for large 
butions in spite of its urgent need. Instead it has 
attempted to cut down its expenses at every point that 
it could without sacrificing the work with the hope 
that the contributions from churches received from the 
Sunday collection for the “NCC Sunday” may at least 
reach to $4,000. The observance of “NCC Sunday” has 
been approved by formal vote of the representatives of 
the churches. Several churches (denominations) have 
actually observed it for several years, for which this 
Council is very much indebted and grateful. The first 
Sunday according to the Lunar Calendar has been 
designated as NCC Sunday, which comes on January 26 
for 1936. This is also the first Sunday of the Week of 
Evangelism. May we not ask you to suggest to the 
churches under your jurisdiction to set that date aside 
as an occasion for special remembrance of the NCC 
and to afford the members an opportunity for coopera- 
tion in its work? 


“This method has two distinct advantages, namely: 
it is a most efficient way to help the Council and also 
it is a most convenient way. What I mean by most 


.. efficient is that if it is properly observed, your Church 


community will understand better the work of this 
Council and the result will be a closer relationship, 
creating a spirit of sympathy and mutual help and 
reminding them to remember the Council in their pray- 
ers. By a most convenient way I mean that at this 
time of financial difficulty if the Council should ask 
your denomination to give a contribution of two 
hundred or a thousand dollars, it may not be a prac- 
tical thing. We only ask you to urge each congrega- 
tion to set one day during the year aside as the NCC 
Sunday and to assign the collection for that Sunday 
as the contribution for the Council, whether it be a 
few cents or several tens of dollars. They are equally 
welcome. Mony a mickle maks a muckle” is the 
Scotch equivalent of the Chinese proverb: “putting 
small pieces of fur together will make a good fur 
coat.” Though a specific date has been suggested for 
NCC Sunday, yet it is left to each church to decide 
which day will be the most convenient for them. The 
important thing is that one Sunday be set aside, no 
matter which date, for the NCC. The Council office 
here in Shanghai has prepared a brief account of the 
Council and its work for those ‘pastors or preachers 
who do not understand it quite clearly.” 


Christian Radio Programs 


The Shanghai Christian Broadcasting Association 
has recently raised the power of its station to one 
kilowatt. 


There was a special program on New Year’s 
Day for the formal dedication of the new transminion 
machine, from 5.00 to 7.00 P.M. 


The Station is daily broadcasting a seven - hour 
program from its studio in the Christian Literature 
Society Building, 128 Museum Road, Shanghai. The 
station call is XHHA. Tune in on K.C. 840. The pro- 
gram in general is as follows: 


>> 
K K 
< 


Noon-day Meditation in English. 
Better Home Period in Chinese. 
News of the day in Chinese. 
Bible Lesson in Chinese. 
Bed-time Stories in Chinese. 
Music. 
Gospel Message in Chinese. 
Health Talks in Chinese. 

Gospel Message in English. 
International Hour (German, French 
Russian, etc. in turn). 


8888888888888 


Morning Prayers in Chinese. 
Holy Trinity Cathedral Service. 
Music. 

Christian Endeavour in Chinese. 
Anglican Service in Chinese. 
Holy Trinity Cathedral Service. 
Cantonese Service. 


22889882 
885888888 


x 


8:30 P.M. English Message. 


The Station is always glad to receive suggestions 
and criticisms from its radio audience. The past re- 
sponse has been very gratifying and prayerful interest 
n the work of the Station is requested. 


NCC Publications 
China Christian Year Book 


Since the last issue of the Bulletin several im- 
portant publications have been issued. The largest of 
these is the 19th Issue of the China Christian Year Book 
bearing the date 1934-1935, which appeared on Novem- 
ber first under the editorship of Rev. Frank Rawlinson, 
D.D., and a committee of twenty-one. This volume 
extends to a total of 490 pages and affords the best 
conspectus of the progress of the Christian Movement 
in China during the past two years, which is, or will 
be, available. As usual, the Editor attempts to provide 
a very considerable back-ground for the consideration 
of this progress and nearly 100 are devoted to 
the consideration of the National Life, in which six 
of the eight chapters are by Chinese authors. No part 
of this Year Book duplicates any previous publication, 
although in some cases the chapters are the historical 
continuation of similar chapters in previous issues upon 
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the same subject. Among the notable new features 
are the outline map inside the front cover and the 


accompanying appendix giving an index of all the 


places in China referred to in the text of the Year 
Book showing their location by Provinces and all of 
the alternative spellings which are used by various 
writers in referring to them. For the first time in 
many years a list is given of missionaries who have 
been called to their reward. Owing to the length of 
this list (over 370 names) it has been necessary to 
present the facts in tabular form. A very reasonable 
price at which this book is sold and the authoritative 
nature of its contents make it surprising that it is 
not more largely bought by missionaries in China and 
their friends abroad. Its sales, in the right quarters, 
could be doubled with great profit to the Christian 
Movement as a whole. The Book is obtainable from 
the CLS, 128 Museum Road, Shanghai at $1.60 for 
orders received before December 3lst and $2.00 there 
after. The book is published for the National Chris- 
tian Council, which appoints the Editorial Board and 
assists financially and editorially in its publication. 


The Weigle Report 


The eagerly awaited report entitled Education for 
Service in the Christian Church in China, which is the 
result of the visitation of the deputation and of Dr. 
Luther A. Weigle to the Theological and Bible Training 
Schools in China and of the enlarged conference of 
the NCCRE at Kuling in July, is now available in 
Chinese and in English, in each case occupying ap- 
proximately 160 pages of text. The first 96 pages of 


these include the factual material gathered in the” 


preliminary study of the Survey Team; the second part 
includes 60 pages of Conclusions and Recommendations 
prepared after the Kuling Conference on the following 
topics: The Statement of the Problem, The Program of 
the Church, Education for Lay Service, Education for 
Ministerial Service, The Curriculum of Theological 
Education, The Institutions of Theological Education, 
The Recruiting and Support of the Ministry. The 
Education of Ministers in Service, The Education of 
Women for Christian Service, The Cooperation of the 
Missions. The Appendices are: Recommendation pass- 
ed by the Biennial Meeting of the National Christian 
Council of China in April, the Constitution of the newly 
organized China Association of Theological Seminaries, 
The Statement of the Policy of the Nanking Theological 
Seminary adopted by the Board of Managers in May, 
and Statistical Chart of Theological Seminaries and 
Bible Schools in China, giving the latest available 
information in tabular form. 


All interested in the training of the clergy and 
laity for Christian Service should avail themselves of 
this important study, which is well edited and care- 
fully indexed making its contents immediately avail- 
able for students. This volume may be obtained from 
the Christian Literature Society, the price being $1.00 
for the English and $.50 for the Chinese edition. 


Leadership Training Series 
Two Bulletins (both in Chinese and English) have 


appeared in the Lay Training series projected by the 
Kuling Meeting. The first is an Educational Program 
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for Voluntary Church Workers, a 30 page pamphlet 


issued for the NCCRE by the CLS at 10 cents It has 


been prepared by Dr. S. H. Leger of the staff of the 
Church of Christ in China, and deals with Organiza- 
tion and Work of Regional Committees, the Adminis- 
tration of Training Classes and suggests methods for 
nationwide cooperation, with appendices showing the 
types of information blanks required for use in con- 
nection with this training. The second Bulletin, 
Tentative Curriculum for Voluntary Church Workers has 
also been published. It is similar in appearance, 
size and price to Bulletin No. 1. These two Lay 
Training Bulletins are being distributed gratis to all 
members of the Religious Education Fellowship. 


The 1938 Meeting of the International 
Missionary Council 


We print for information part of the official letter 
addressed by Dr. Mott, Chairman of the International 
Missionary Council, to the National Christian Council 
and others specially interested in the World Mission 
of Christianity under date of October 15, 1935. A few 
copies of the complete letter are available on applica- 
tion to the office of the National Christian Council. 


The following extracts are from the minutes 
adopted at Northfield where the Ad Interim committee 
of the IMC met at ihe end of September last: 


“(1) Theme. All discussion of the subject or 
subjects which the present world situation compels us 
to consider at a world meeting of the Council returns 
to the fundamental theme proposed by the Ad Interim 
Committee at its meeting held at Salisbury in 1934. 
This theme is the ering and maintenance of the so- 
called younger Churches (that is, the Churches which 
have sprung up in Asia, Africa, Latin America, and 
the Pacific islands and are still in certain ways de- 
pendent upon the Churches of the West) as a part of 
the world-wide Christian fellowship. 

“Within this theme certain 
divisions may be stated: 


“(a) The Faith by Which the Churches Live. This 
is the supreme issue. Into the study of it should be 
gathered, so far as possible, the special studies in the 
nature of the Christian faith, in relation to the al- 
ternative claims upon man’s allegiance in the modern 
world, which are being made for the Conference on 
Church, state, and community, to be held at Oxford 
in 1937. The conviction that beyond all other needs 
the younger Churches require more men and women 


clearly marked 


possessed of authentic insight into the nature of the 


Christian revelation has been powerfully voiced during 
the Committee’s meetings by representatives of Asia. 


“(b) The Witness of the Church to Its Faith. Here 
would be brought in the study of evangelism which 


it has already been proposed that the Council should 
launch. 


“(c) The Inner Life and Strength of the Church. 
Into this would be brought the study of such impor- 
tant questions as the training of the leadership, in- 
cluding the ministry and the laity of the Church, 
Christian education, the economic aspects of the 
Church’s life, the overcoming of foreignness in the 
upbuilding of the Church. 


15 571 


—— 
— 


— 


—— 
— — — | 
| 
ͤ—œb—p— 


Tuesday, January 14, 1936 


“(d) The Church’s Relation to Its Environment. 
This should include the relation of the Church to the 
changing social, cultural, and economic order, and the 
continuation of the study of those great interracial 
and international problems raised in the Jerusalem 
Meeting of 1928. 


“(e) Cooperation and Unity. The meeting must 
face the problem of achieving closer and more effective 
cooperation between the Christian forces, missions 
and younger Churches alike, overcoming both inertia 
and separatism in their outreach to the masses of people 
without, and in the carrying out of their essential 
tasks in a world full of revolutionary change. 


“It will be necessary that in all discussion on these 
subjects, and in the entire conduct of the preparations 
for the meeting, it shall never be forgotten that we live 
in a time of profound change, fraught with crucial 
situations demanding decisive action. The call, there- 
fore, is not for general propositions vaguely form- 
ulated, but for the study of concrete needs demanding 
the response of action. 


“(2) Preparation. A meeting on a world scale is 
considered by itself of only very limited value. Its 
true significance is found only if it is thought of as a 
part of a threefold process of preparation, common 
consultation, and follow-up. It is therefore necessary 
that with the decision to hold the meeting should go 
the initiation of a process of preparation and study 
along the main lines of work proposed for the meeting. 
Further, this study, if it is to be effective, should con- 
sist not merely of the production of special studies by 
experts, but in the engendering, very widely among 
the entire constituency of the Council, of a spirit both 
of inquiry and of expectancy, so that the meeting, when 
it is held, supervenes upon a great volume of realistic 
study of the world situation, in its different aspects, 
in which we find ourselves. 


“If the meeting is to achieve useful results it 
would seem desirable that as many as possible of those 
who attend should themselves have taken part, in their 
respective countries or internationally, in the 
preparatory processes. 


“(3) The Nature of the Meeting. The meeting is 
to be a General Council Meeting, that is, a full meeting 
of delegates from all the constituent national organiza- 
tions, in such numbers as the Committee may now 
decide, together with persons chosen to represent lands 
in which no national organization ag yet exists, and 
others brought in by reason of special knowledge and 
experience. It will be a deliberative gathering, not a 
conference for either demonstration or propaganda. 
In accordance with the recommendations of the 
Salisbury committee there should be specially increased 
representation of the younger Churches, owing to the 
fact that the central theme of the meeting will be one 
of supreme concern to them. 


“In such a meeting there should be three 
elements: 


“(a) Discussion. We have to try to bring together 
as many as possible of those who, in the different 
countries, Churches, and missions, bear the burdens of 


leadership and responsibility, and are best able to 


represent the experience of the different countries 


and to help in arriving at conclusions. If this is 
agreed, the question of the numbers of those who 
should attend the meeting must be decided in accord- 
ance with a careful study of the actual needs of each 
area and the number of different interests legitimately 
claiming representation, with due regard to difference 
of language, denomination, and type of work. It will 
be generally agreed that the meeting should not exceed 
in numbers the minimum figure which will enable this 
variety of claim to be met. Regard must be had to 
the fact that some of those most truly representative 
of the life of the younger Churches, and most responsi- 
ble, may not know English well, and that if full use 
is to be made of them special provision may have to be 
made for translation, with a consequent lengthening 


of the time of the meeting. 


“As was done at Jerusalem, the meeting should 
for much of its work be divided into groups, in order 
that thorough work may be done on the basis of pre- 


- vious preparation. 


“(b) Teaching. Provision should be made in the 
meeting for what might be called the element of teach- 
ing, whereby in addition to discussion a definite at- 
tempt should be made to convey in positive, ordered 
form the results either of studies requiring exposition 
rather than discussion, or the insights and knowledge 
of individuals possessed of special qualifications. It 
should be remembered that in a time such as that in 
which we live, full of radical change, there may well 
emerge prophets with a word to deliver, who should 
be given the opportunity to express their message. 


„(e) Personal Contact. One of the strongest 
arguments for the holding of a meeting of consider- 
able size somewhere in the East is that only so is it 
possible to bring together from the different younger 
Churches a sufficient number of men and women who, 
having met and learned from one another in the fel- 
lowship of a great Christian world gathering, may 
return to their own countries and Churches to witness 
to that which they have learned. Already much ex- 
perience is available to show how great may be the 
effects when Christians of Asia and Africa, or of the 
great Eastern countries, meet together. It is altogeth- 
er clear that the leaders of these younger Christian 
communities have much to learn from one another and 
that the holding of a meeting, based on thorough prep- 
aration and with careful thought given to the 
technique of discussion and presentation, might be 
used by Almighty God for the inspiration of person- 


alities and the raising up of men and women full of 
insight and power. 


“It is not necessary to add, though it can never be 
forgotten, that not only should the meeting itself be 
suffused with the spirit of worship, but all the plans 
and the whole process of preparation should be begun 
and carried out in the spirit of humble reliance upon 
God and resort to Him in prayer.” 


Dr. T. C. Bau 


Honorary Executive Secretary; Commission on Life and 
Work of the Churches 


Dr. T. C. Bau was born and raised in the Ningpo 
district. He attended the Za Gyiao Day School con- 


ducted under the auspices of the Baptist Mission. 
His work in the Day School was of such a nature as 
to attract the special attention of Dr. and Mrs. J. R. 
Goddard. When he had finished the Day School he 
went to the Ningpo Boarding School for his Higher 
Primary and Academy work. Later he went to the 
Shanghai Baptist College where he completed the 
courses in the College and Theological Seminary, 
graduating in the year 1912. 


After College, Dr Bau went to Hangchow where 
he became Pastor of the City Baptist Church where he 
remained Pastor for about eight years. During his 
Pastorate he developed the Church to the highest point 
to which it has ever been and in addition to the Church 
work he carried on a Social Center iv Hangchow which 


was of great interest to all the Christian workers in 
the city. 


Soon after he became Pastor of the Church he 
took active interest and participation in the work of 
the Chekiang Shanghai Baptist Convention and was a 
recognized leader in the programs of the Convention. 
About twelve years ago he was made Secretary of the 
Convention and gave only a small portion of his efforts 
to the work at that time. Later on as the program of 
the Convention increased and as the Chinese came to 
take over much of the responsibility for the adminis- 
tration of the work, the work as Secretary increased 
and in 1925 he resigned his duties at the Church to 
become full time Secretary of the Convention. 


In 1928 the Mission turned over to the Convention 
the full control for all the work of the Churches, 
Schools and Hospitals outside of the University of 
Shanghai. About 1927 the Executive Committee of the 
Convention was composed of Chinese members only. 
Since that time Dr. Bau and his Executive Committee 
have carried on successfully the work of the Churches, 
Schools and Hospitals and there has been definite pro- 
gress in the life and work of these institutions. While 
Dr. Bau has taken a leading part he has not neglected 
placing the responsibility for much of the work on the 
different members of the Executive Committee. Not 
only the Baptist denomination but other denominations 
have recognized the value of Dr. Bau’s services in the 
Convention and the success of the Convention is often 
referred to as an outstanding example of Chinese 
control of Christian institutions. 


While Dr. Bau has given the major part of his 
work to the Baptist denomination yet he has taken his 
full responsibility as an outstanding man in the 
National Christian Council. This is evidenced by the 
many times the National Christian Council has sought 
his services as a Secretary. During the last year he 
was one of the team of three who made a study of the 
Theological Schools in all China and the training of 
Pastors for our churches. In the general work he has 
always stood for cooperation of the different denomina- 
tional groups and wherever possible has emphasized 
the need of the different denominations uniting their 
forces in cooperative and union efforts for the building 
up of a Christian solidarity in China. 
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Flood Relief 
Contributions received by NCC 


Amount Receipt No. Amount 
Balance Forward 30/9/35 3 486.68 11 0 $ 7.00 
Receipt No. 650 * 7.60 
515.81 651 (Peiping 27.155 27.00 
100.00 — oo „„ = 70.00 
wa 19.60 „„ „„ „„ @ 40 00 
„ 14.00 654 — 22.00 
«a 787.50 655 (peipi ic $20.00) ... 19.90 
„ „ 20.00 659 (Hongkong $1.00) . 1.16 
632 „„ „„ 4.50 660 — 5.00 
„ „„ „ „ „„ 12.00 on 162.71 
ap wo cs om eo os 4.50 £0.60 
„ „ 50 3.50 
„% „ „ „„ „„ 40.00 3,00 
wees» „ 10 00 50 
Oi = = wia = 500.00 os — „ « 80 
6112 ox = 98.35 669 30 
@.@ 6 150.00 670 20 
644 -». 6 00 = * = 24.00 
„„ „ as & 4.00 „„ 67.03 
Remitied 
To The National Child Welfare Association of Chiaa « w= $50.03 
„ „% „ „ „% % „ „ „ 14870 
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Some Dates of Meetings—1936 


With names of conveners or officers in charge 
(Additions to this list for future issues invited) 


30-Jan. 2 Executive Board, NCCRE, Nanking, Rev. 
F. W. Price. 

3 4 Preliminary Conference on Bible Society 
Work in China, Rev. E. S. Yu, chairman; 
Mr. Adam Black, secretary. 

7 Honan Synod, Church of Christ in China, 
Changte, Ho., Rev. S. C. Chang. 
— — Unity Group, Nanking, Dr. Handel 


21 Ad Interim Committee, National Christian 
Council, Shanghai. 


10-14 Standing Committee, China Counci!, LMS, 
Siaochang, Hop. 

2— 5 Biennial Meeting of National Committe? 
YMCA, Shanghai; A. V. Wu. 

9-11 Chekiang-Shanghai Baptist Convention, 


Kinhwa, Dr. T. C. Bau. 

29-May1 Executive Committee, National Christian 
Council, Shanghai. 

— East China Synod, Church of Christ in 
China, Ningpo, Rev. S. S. Chu. 

— General Council, Church of Christ in China 
(place undecided), Dr. C. Y. Cheng. 

— Lingtung Synod, Church of Christ in 

2 Swatow, Rev. C. C. Liu. 

— Hwapei Synod, Church of Christ in China, 
(2), Rev. T. H. Kang. 5 

— Hopei Synod, Church of Christ in China, 
Paoting, Rev. Ku Teh-en. 

— Hainan Synod, Church of Christ in China, 
(7), Rev. N. S. Wu. 

— Kwangtung Synod, Church of Christ in 
China, (7), Rev. V. S. Tom. 

— Shantung Synod, Church of Christ in 
China, Tsingtao, Rev. R. G. Coanradt. 

— Summer Conference YMCA Educational 
Secretaries, Kuling; Daniel C. Fu. 


18-25 National Assembly of Student Christian 
Movement, Soochow University, Soochow; 
Y. H. Geng. 

863 Annual Meeting, China Council, LMS, 
Shanghai. 
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